Ben Lippen students spend three-day break volunteering with United Way

Ask a group of typical high school students what they’d like to do during a three day break from school, and volunteering to help their community isn’t likely to be at the top of their list. But this is exactly what happened for a group of Ben Lippen students during their school’s Winterim break in February. 
A program designed to teach students beyond the standard curriculum, Winterim is a three day break from classes where students can sign up for a variety of activities, such as kayaking, trips abroad or art classes. Thirty two students decided that they’d like to participate in a service project with United Way of the Midlands, helping out local organizations such as Harvest Hope, the Free Medical Clinic, and Arthurtown Child Development Center. 
“It’s cool to make a difference,” said junior Greg Young, and it would seem that his friends agree. Nancy Burchins of Vital Connections helped supervise students at Arthurtown, Tender Years and Children’s Garden, and said that the students were enthusiastic to help. “All the students I spoke with said they wanted to come back,” she said. 

Each day, students spent their time volunteering and learning from staff at the organizations. Some students helped Children’s Garden put together mailings and enrollment packets; others shadowed teachers in the classroom at Tender Years or worked on repair projects at Arthurtown. At Harvest Hope, students volunteered by sorting food.
Melissa Pascutti, a senior at Ben Lippen, particularly enjoyed working with the children at Arthurtown. “I don’t get to work with kids a lot, so just seeing little kids and how they’re learning, how they’re functioning and developing, it’s a really interesting experience,” she said.

 Many students gained a better understanding of what a typical day is like for these organizations, and also felt that the three days they spent volunteering were a different kind of experience than what they were used to. 
“I think it’s just important to get to know the community, to just learn what’s out there,” said Melissa. Greg agreed. “Everyone is the same, and they all have the same basic needs,” he said. At United Way, we couldn’t agree more. 
If you’d like to set up a similar volunteer project for your school, family or workplace, contact Britney Sink at 803.733.5400 extension 2065. Find out more at www.uway.org. Thank you for LIVING UNITED!

