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Executive Director, Brookland Center for Community Economic Change 
(dba Brookland-Lakeview Empowerment Center
o Established in 2008
o Affiliated with Brookland Baptist Church
o Non-profit 501 (c) (3) Organization 

❑ Employed since 2018

❑ Over 30 years experience in higher education, non-profit administration 

❑ Education:
❑ Doctor of Education, Florida International University 
❑ Master of Business Administration w/Cognate in International Business, 

Darla Moore School of Business, USC
❑ Master of Science w/major in Social Sciences, Florida International 

University 
❑ Bachelor of Arts in Social Sciences, Florida Atlantic University 
❑ Scott’s Branch High School, Summerton, S.C. 
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Customers /Clients/Participants

BCCEC Board of Directors 

Cindye Richburg Cotton

Executive Director 

Cindye Cotton PI/JaQuanda Wright, Co-PI

Brookland-Lakeview Diabetes Intervention 
Program (DIP) 

Sylvia Flint, 

Program Coordinator  

Dara Brown, Senior 
Community Health 

Coordinator 

Matthew Garcia, 
Bilingual Community 

Health Worker 

DHEC Program Evaluator 

Joshua 
Mercadel, 

Biostatistician

Rev. Nicky Wilson, Senior Pastoral 
Minister 

James B. Adams Senior Citizens Center

Volunteers

Program Manager

Brookland-Lakeivew Learning Support 
Center

(Camp, Mentoring, Tutoring &

Afterschool Programs)

Teachers

Activity Counselors

Mentors and Tutors 

(Tutorial Lab)

Food Service 

Workers

Drivers 

Program Manager

Summer Break Cafe' Program

Monitors 

Site Supervisors 

Drivers

Loaders 

JaQuanda Wright Project 
Director 

Brookland-Lakeview COLA 
Program (21st Century)

Certified Teachers 

Activity Coordinators 

Drivers 

Leon Blackmon, 
Maintenance 
Coordinator 

Gregory 

Barner, Maintenance 
Staff

Cindye Cotton,Project Director 

Brookland-Lakeview Mental 
Health Awareness Initiative 

Reginald Rearden, 
Project Coordinator 

Mental Health First Aid 
Instructors 

Joan Harris, Assessment 
Coordinator 

Michael Brown, Program 
Coordinator,  Farmers' Market and 

Food Promotion Program

Gregory Barner  

Food Promotion Staff

Deacon Michael Keels Food 
Promotion Staff

Volunteers

Kayla Dupree, Case 
Manager Siemer-
Institute:  Two-

Generation Approach

Kayla Dupree, Case Mnager 

Emergency Rental Assistance 
(ERA)

ERA Outreach Staff

Jamesetta James, Trainer

AARP Digital Skills Ready @ 50 
Plus

Rev. Mardell Whyte, Assistant to the 
Director 

Alexis 
Brown, Data 
Coordinator 

Organizational Chart



BLEC Updates and Current Initiatives
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BLEC Satellite Office Brookland 
Baptist Northeast Campus  1203 
Summit Parkway Columbia, SC 

29229

• Working on grant 
application for American 
Rescue Plan funding to 
implement new programs 
at Brookland Baptist 
Church NE Campus.

1st Community Impact 
Report

• 1st Draft will be available 
for review on or before 
October 15, 2022.

Application Pending Review 
and Approval for National 
Register of Historic Places

• Tentative Date for 
Application Presentation 
to the S.C. Department of 
Archives and History 
Review Board

• Friday, November 18, 2022 
@ 10:00 am at Archives 
Office. The public is invited 
to attend. 

Save the Date!



• Giving Tuesday

Tuesday, November 29,    

2022

• Support the BLEC

• Go to Midlands Gives @

6

https://www.midlandsgives.org/
brooklandlakeviewempowermentcenter

https://www.midlandsgives/
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BOGAN HALL
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Thank You Volunteers! 





UPDATES

Diabetes Intervention Program (DIP) for Families

BLEC partnered with SC DHEC

DHHS Office of Minority Health

Awarded $500,000 (3-year grant)

PURPOSE

• The goal of the Diabetes Intervention Program (DIP) is to improve diabetes self-
management and prevent diabetes in African American and Latino families in living in 
Lexington and Richland counties.

PROGRAM

• FREE, 20-week, family-based diabetes education program, focus on type 2 diabetes, 
African American and Latino Families residing in Richland and Lexington Counties



UPDATES
Diabetes Intervention Program (DIP) for Families

STAFF

• Part-Time Bilingual Community Health Worker (Vacant)

APPLICATION STATUS

• Continuation Application Approved

PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION

• Cohort 1 (Virtual): Began on February 1, 2022; Graduated on 

August 9, 2022; Booster Sessions will begin on November 8, 

2022 (15)

• Cohort 2 (In-Person): Began on May 2, 2022; Biweekly 

Sessions began on September 29, 2022 (25)

• Cohort 3 (Hybrid): Began on May 5, 2022 (25)

• Walking Into Fall Step Challenge (September 19, 2022-

October 30, 2022)



UPDATES

In It Together SC: Preventing Diabetes With Confidence

BLEC partnered with West Columbia-Cayce Food Policy Coaltion

Diabetes Action Council (DAC) and Wholespire

Awarded $50,000 (1-year grant)

PURPOSE

(1) Raise awareness of prediabetes and the availability of the NDPP

(2) Start a new community-based organization NDPP site

(3) Provide access to healthy foods and promote preparation of healthy meals

PROGRAM

• FREE, 12-month, group-based diabetes education, focus on prediabetes, citizens of 
Richland and Lexington Counties



UPDATES
In It Together SC: Preventing Diabetes With Confidence

New Staff

• Tiquita Stewart, National Board Certified Health & Wellness 
Coach, Part-Time Community Health Worker

• Trina Hill, RDN, Nutrition Education & Cooking Instructor

Training

• BLEC DIP Staff Completed Online Lifestyle Coach Training for 
the CDC’s NDPP

Application Status

• BLEC is a CDC-recognized organization with “pending 
recognition” status 

Program Implementation

• Cohort 1 (English) | October 4, 2022 @ 6:00 PM @ BLEC (3)

• Cohort 2 (English) | October 5, 2022 @ 12:00 PM @ BLEC (3)

• Nutrition Education & Cooking Demonstration Classes 
(October 18, 2022 @ 6:00 PM)
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Brookland-Lakeview 21st Century COLA Program
❑Character building. Optimal reading and writing. 
Learning through the arts. Achieving math 
proficiency.
❑SC Department of Education Funding Program
❑4-year grant
❑1st Year = $260,000  2nd Year = $260,000
❑3rd Year = $234,000  4th Year = $222,300

❑Grant Period: August 2021 through July 2025

Overview of Program
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Brookland-Lakeview 21st Century COLA Program
❑Free Afterschool Program and Summer Camp
❑Community Partnership with Northside Middle School 

and East Point Academy Middle Campus Students 
❑Focuses on improving math and reading scores;  

improving behavior; and building leadership skills 
❑Provides academic enrichment activities to include 

math, reading, character building, music, sign language, 
homework assistance, tutoring, guest speakers, field 
trips and more

Overview of Program 
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Purpose

In
Improve Academic Performance | Increase Remediation| Increase Attendance in School| Reduce 
discipline referrals | Implement Parent Literacy Classes | Increase Grade Promotions

The goal of the Brookland-Lakeview 21st Century COLA 
Program is to provide students with academic enrichment 
to improve their scores in math and reading. To improve 
attendance in school and reduce the discipline referrals by 
providing character building and leadership classes. 
Additionally, to improve literacy among parents by 
offering GED classes, and other skill-building courses.      

21



Methodology

• Learning Outcomes on Lesson Plans
• Student and Parent Satisfaction Surveys
• Test Scores
• Attendance Records 
• Student Records (e.g., IEPs, 504 plans, Behavior support plans)
• Grades
• Pre and Post Tests
• Advisory Board for development of sustainability plan
• Teacher Surveys
• Discipline Records 
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Siemer Institute: 
Two-Generation 

Approach

Ms. Kayla Dupree, Case Manager
Office: Room 23

Email: 
Helping-Families@brookland.cc

For Children and Families of 
Lexington School District 

Two Only
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mailto:Helping-Families@brookland.cc


❑Stable Homes

❑Thriving Families

❑Successful Students
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Services available to individuals and 
families who qualify: 

❑Legal Services for Dispute with 
Landlords

❑Assistance with Applications for 
Temporary Housing and Apartment 
Rentals

❑For Lexington and Richland County 
Residents

26







 

 

 

 

 

• BLEC primary goals include creating economic opportunities, 
improving educational outcomes, reducing health disparities by providing 
access to healthier foods, and creating a sustainable living for area 
residents.  
 

• In the development of BLEC, it was found that residents want to eat more 
fresh produce and be able to purchase high-quality without leaving 
their community. While high food costs are an issue, they are interested in 
local, small farm, and organic foods. 

 

• An assessment found that because of the barriers of transportation and 
time, residents frequently buy groceries at corner stores, liquor stores, and 
small markets near their homes.  

 

• Since the assessment, BLEC has reached out to small-market owners who 
are interested in offering fresh produce and supporting local farmers.  

 

OVERVIEW 
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Food Promotion Programs: Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program
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Food Promotion Programs

1. Diabetic Food Pantry

2. Senior Citizen Supplemental Food Boxes

3. Seniors Farmers’ Market Nutrition 

Program

4. Summer Break Café

5. Cooking Matters Classes

6. Diabetic Healthy Cooking Classes

7. Community Gardens

8. Roadside Stands 

9. Farmers’ Market 
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Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition
Program Training



Supplemental 
Food Giveaways 
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National 
Council for 
Mental 
WellBeing  

5-Year Grant 
Program

2021-2026 

Reginald 
Rearden, 
Program 

Coordinator 

Cindye 
Cotton, PI

Joan M. Harris, 
Assessment 
Coordinator 

Benjamin 
Washington, 
Assessment 
Coordinator 

Kristen Rivas, 
Program 
Evaluator 10 Certified 

Mental Health 
Instructors

Staff
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Programs 
offered

Free Course

Eight (8) hours of   
training

Certification Valid 
for 3 years

Adult Mental Health First 
Aid Course (For adults 
aged 18 and older)

Youth Mental Health First 
Aid Course (For adults 
aged 18 and older) 

Teen Mental Health First 
Aid (For Teenagers aged 
15 to 18)
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Lexington County

Richland County

TarTarget 

Areas
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Primary Target Groups

❑ Religious and Community Leaders
❑ Police and School Resource 

Officers 
❑ Teachers, School Administrators 

and Paraprofessionals
❑ Afterschool and Camp Employees
❑ EMS and Firefighters 
❑ Healthcare Workers 
❑ Nonprofit Employees 
❑ Parents and other family members
❑ Teenagers (aged 15-18)
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TarQua;Oo

Key Outcomes

TR1-individuals trained in MHFA

WD2-mental health staff or related 

workforce trained in MHFA

R1-the number of individuals 
referred to mental health or related 
services

NAB1- the number and percentage of 

individuals who have demonstrated 

improvement in knowledge/attitudes

/beliefs related to prevention and/or 

mental health promotion
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How to Enroll
❑ Register Online

❑ Visit Mental Health Web Page 
brooklandlakeview.org/mhfa-training

❑ Email Staff : 
mentalhealth@brookland.cc

❑ Call Mental Health Training Staff: 
❖ Reginald Rearden |
(803) 744-1961
❖ Cindye Richburg Cotton |
(803) 744-1975

45
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James B. 
Adams Senior 
Citizens Center 
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JAMES B. Adams Senior Citizens Activities 

Planned Activities 

❑Weekly Meetings | Tuesdays at 10:00 am via Teleconference

❑Weekly Bingo Games | Thursdays at 11:00 am via Teleconference 
❑ Fun Day and Recruitment/Membership Drive | May 17, 2022

❑ Senior Prom

❑ Senior Picnic

Recent Activities 

❑ Pre-Easter Service and Lunch

❑ Hearts for Seniors 
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West Columbia, South Carolina
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LakeviewMuseum
West Columbia, South Carolina

Phase
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Date
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WASHINGTON, DC 20011
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LakeviewMuseum
West Columbia, South Carolina
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LakeviewMuseum
West Columbia, South Carolina
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